
 

 

 

 

The ultimate goal: to become a librarian. All because of the influence Aurora Public Library had on its 

community and customers. Can’t relate? Let me tell you about Cesar Ortega, the new teen librarian at 

West Branch.  

Cesar has been with the Aurora Public Library in many different roles and unique capacities and if you 

know him, he probably mentioned a time or two that becoming a librarian was a goal for many years.  

He recalls being in 8th grade and going to the old Main Library for the first time. He says, “I was hanging 

with a bad crowd who were using the computers and I didn’t have a library card so I wandered off. I 

walked in to the teen area and I immediately fell in love with it. I went home and begged my mom to get 

me a library card.” He excitedly explains to me the love for the books, space, meeting the teen librarian 

at the time, Hannah Sloan, and being introduce to the Teen Advisory Board (TAB). “Hannah mentioned 

she was starting the teen advisory board and encouraged me to apply. I applied and begged her to 

accept me into the group. Which she did. TAB was then formed, we had monthly meetings, created 

events, met some great people and spent most of my time there from freshmen to senior year of high 

school” says Cesar.  

He recalls realizing quickly that this is what he wanted to do. “I thought it was so much fun and TAB was 

a small part of the experience, but to me it was a big part of this decision.”  Although Cesar determined 

what he wanted to do pretty early in life, he had some obstacles through this journey. He says people 

would question why he wanted to become a librarian, the credibility and sustainability of having a 

career in a library and even wondering why he needed to have a master’s degree. He obtained his 

bachelor’s in Communication as a jumping off point, working hard because he knew he had to have 

good grades to attend his dream school, University of Illinois – Champaign to obtain his Master’s in 

Library Science. He persisted through the challenges and proudly says he achieved his long goal of 

becoming a librarian. With much appreciation he says, “My parents taught me how to be a good person 

and I want to help people through this role, I do it for them…my parents.”  

What are next steps for Cesar? He will start as the Teen librarian at West Branch Monday, July 10, 2019 

and is excited to be working alongside Scott Grotto, branch manager. He says he’s excited to work with 

the teens and the Spanish speaking community, for great collaboration between the library and 

Washington Middle school and hopes to start TAB at West Branch. With a great smile he says, “I can’t 

wait watch teens grow like I did. I want to help them find their voice and help find platforms to express 

that voice.”   

I’m sure that his many years’ experience at the Aurora Public Library including his time as a member of 

the TAB, working as a materials aid at the Main Library, membership with the advisory board to help 

design the teen space at Santori Library and paraprofessional role at Eola Road Branch will help with 

Cesar’s success!  

Welcome Cesar! 



 

 


